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DAVID REID — TRIBUTE 

Statement 

HON JACQUI BOYDELL (Mining and Pastoral — Deputy Leader of the National Party) [9.54 pm]: I also 
put on the record the National Party’s condolences to Deb’s family and to Gary, who is probably a good friend to 
many members of this house. 

I rise tonight to make some comments on the passing of another legend, David Donald Reid, on Friday, 
27 October 2017. I take the opportunity briefly tonight to reflect on his life as a longstanding member of the 
Nationals WA, as well as his stint as the member for Blackwood in the WA state Parliament and a senator 
representing the Country Party no less. On behalf of the National Party, we send our sincere condolences to his 
wife of 60 years, Jacynth, and their children, Tammie, Peter and Margot, as well as their 10 grandchildren. 

David’s family had been a farming family in Western Australia for over 100 years, so it is no surprise that there 
was an expectation that David would continue that farming tradition. He completed his schooling at 
Denmark Agricultural College and graduated with a Diploma of Agriculture in 1949. At that time, all he aspired 
to be was a good farmer. He also had underlying interests in politics and his surrounding community. He saw it 
was preferable to be a player at the decision-making table rather than to be a recipient of those decisions alone. He 
also believed that if you wanted something to change, you needed to be at the wheel to drive that change. He also 
gained great pleasure and saw a real benefit from working with people to improve their quality of life. He found 
community involvement particularly rewarding. 

During the mid to late 1960s, agriculture was going through a period of severe recession. He was concerned that 
long-term farming families wanted to give up on farming and leave his beloved Bridgetown and he believed that 
diversification was the only way out of rural recession. That rings a bell somehow with what we are facing 
currently. Instead of merely sending produce to the city, he believed that rural centres needed their own processing 
plants. This led him to be involved in setting up the Manjimup Canning Co-operative, of which he became 
chairman. This was agricultural downstream processing, which had the backing of the Sir Charles Court 
government at the time. His involvement in this area of agricultural downstream processing, as well as being state 
president of the Fruit Growers’ Association and chairman of the Canning fruit growers section of the 
Fruit Growers’ Association, gave him an insight into government and the importance of government leadership in 
forging the development of new industries, particularly in agriculture. 

In 1965 David joined the Country Party. He always believed that country WA was different from metropolitan 
areas and, as such, needed a special representative. He saw the Country Party as being that representative. It was 
not surprising that, as a prominent and active community representative, David nominated to be the candidate for 
Blackwood, and he was subsequently elected to the Western Australian Legislative Assembly as the member for 
Blackwood on 20 February 1971. However, as things happen in politics, within 12 months that seat was abolished 
in a redistribution and David resigned in October 1972 to contest the federal seat of Forrest at the House of 
Representatives election on 2 December. Unfortunately, he was unsuccessful at that election. A little over a year 
later, following the resignation of Western Australian Country Party Senator Edgar Prowse, the Governor in 
Council appointed David to fill the consequential Senate vacancy on 16 January 1974. However, as we know, both 
houses were dissolved on 11 April and he failed to secure re-election to the Senate on two successive occasions. 

In reading some of his memoirs about his time in federal Parliament, I note that he gave three speeches in his short 
career in federal politics. His final speech was the most controversial and centred on events at a controversial rally 
of farmers held in Forrest Place in Perth on 25 March 1974. They were protesting at that time against the Whitlam 
government’s proposed withdrawal of the superphosphate bounty. In his speech, he said that the violence at that 
protest was the result of inflammatory comments about farmers made by particular members of Parliament and 
one of the government’s ministers. He took great offence at that and certainly made sure that members of the house 
were aware that farmers are worthy of being listened to. It would be safe to assume that David’s final contribution 
to the house was on a fairly contentious issue, with constant interjections. It was considered to be a particularly 
lively and fiery conclusion to his brief parliamentary career. David was also involved as president of the 
National Party. That was during a particularly tumultuous period for the National Party, and that led him down the 
path of becoming a member of the Liberal Party between 1984 and 1987. 

When David ended his parliamentary career, he remained active in the local Bridgetown community. He worked 
at the Shire of Bridgetown–Greenbushes, including two years as shire president. He was also inaugural chairman 
of the Blackwood Basin Group and inaugural chairman of the South West Catchment Council. It was clear that 
David was a passionate and committed member of the south west community from the age of 20 when he became 
chairman of the local progress association. He was true to his belief that if we think something needs to change, 
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we need to be at the wheel, driving that change. I have no doubt that David’s family is extremely proud of the role 
that he played in his community and his contribution to political life. 

When David passed on Friday, his daughter, Tammie Reid, googled the address of the president of the 
National Party and found that he lived five doors down from her. So she walked down the street on Sunday and 
knocked on his door and said it was David’s wish that his passing be conveyed to the National Party. 

On behalf of the Nationals WA, I thank David for his contribution to his community and the development of 
Western Australia in general. I recognise the role that he played within the Nationals WA. His advocacy for 
regional WA will live on through the history of the National Party. May he rest in peace. 
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